North Carolina Animal Federation


February 15, 2008

Roy Cooper

Attorney General

State of North Carolina

9001 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-9001
Dear Attorney General Cooper:
I am writing to you on behalf of the North Carolina Animal Federation. The Federation is an association of animal welfare organizations whose goal is to advance animal welfare issues through professional development and collaboration.  We wish to encourage you to consider the formation of a law enforcement task force to combat animal fighting within North Carolina.  
Aside from the animal suffering involved, this so-called sport has several other disturbing aspects. Gambling is prevalent at animal fighting events where thousands of dollars are exchanged as spectators bet on their favorite animals. Because large amounts of cash, firearms and other weapons are common at these events, violent crimes have been connected to animal fighting. Law enforcement officials have also documented the strong connection between animal fighting and the distribution of illegal drugs.  We believe these issues of multiple crimes, and fighting networks crossing local jurisdiction boundaries, lend itself to the need for a task force to coordinate data collection, investigations, and training between agencies.
At a time when there is a high public awareness of the prevalence of animal fighting in North Carolina such an action would greatly assist law enforcement by providing the necessary tools to combat this violent blood sport. 

The North Carolina Animal Federation thanks you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tim Jennings
Chair

NC Animal Federation
Executive Committee
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Mission Statement: The North Carolina Animal Federation (NCAF) advances leadership through collaboration, professional development, legislative participation and education for animal organizations in North Carolina.


