North Carolina Animal Federation



May 3, 2007


Representative Cary D. Allred

NC House of Representatives
300 N. Salisbury Street, Room 606
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Dear Representative Allred:
 

On behalf of the North Carolina Animal Federation (NCAF), thank you for introducing NC HB 1386—a bill that would strengthen the existing cock fighting law. 
NC HB 1386 presents new language that provides law enforcement the necessary tools to combat this violent blood sport in our state. This bill is crucial in helping law enforcement have the ability to seek charges for the intent to fight a rooster and addresses the possession of implements known as gaffs and knives. 

 

Aside from the animal suffering involved, this so-called sport has several other disturbing aspects. Gambling is prevalent at cockfighting events where thousands of dollars are exchanged as spectators bet on their favorite birds. Because large amounts of cash, firearms and other weapons are common at these events, violent crimes—even homicides—have been connected to cockfighting in recent years. Law enforcement officials have also documented the strong connection between cockfighting and the distribution of illegal drugs.

 

Not only is cockfighting a brutal, cruel act, but there are also economic consequences for the poultry industry in our state.  There is extensive evidence that the transport of birds for this cruel practice has been a key factor in the spread of the avian flu. Birds transported and used for fighting matches are uniquely capable of spreading deadly viruses like avian influenza. Cockfighting practices encourage disease transmission, such as moving birds around to fight in different locations, evasion of government oversight, and close contact between people and birds.

Cockfighting is now illegal in every state except Louisiana and a felony in many states. We should encourage and support local animal care and control agencies and law enforcement officials as they work to stem this brutal and shameful activity. Furthermore, we should urge our prosecutors and judges to take cockfighting seriously when it is time to prosecute. 
The North Carolina Animal Federation thanks you for your introduction of NC HB 1386.

Sincerely,

Tim Jennings
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Mission Statement: The North Carolina Animal Federation (NCAF) advances leadership through collaboration, professional development, legislative participation and education for animal organizations in North Carolina.


