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For the professionals that work in the field of animal welfare and animal services, euthanasia has a profound effect on many aspects of their work.  Sadly, because of pet overpopulation and the number of unwanted or unadoptable animals, euthanasia is a regular and commonplace part of many shelter operations across our state.   It is therefore relevant that the North Carolina Animal Federation (NCAF), an association of professionals affiliated with public and incorporated private non-profit animal welfare organizations within North Carolina, examine and comment upon proposed changes in the methods and types of euthanasia permitted in our state.  
Euthanasia by injection is the preferred method recommended by the American Veterinary Medical Association, the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the Humane Society of the United States, American Humane Association, and the National Animal Control Association.  This method, when performed correctly, is considered to be the most humane and least stressful for the animals and the safest for those performing the procedure.  NCAF therefore encourages the establishment of euthanasia by injection as the standard method of euthanasia in North Carolina.
NCAF does, however, understand the complex logistical and financial constraints and challenges faced by shelters currently using carbon monoxide as a primary method of euthanasia and ask that reasonable assistance and time be given for any transition to those facilities if a change in state requirements occurs.

